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EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  THE  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
AND  the  Corporation  op  the  City  of  New- York  : — • 

Gentlemen — 

The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  City  of  New-York,  in  obedience 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
passed  the  29th  of  March,  1824,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  general  condition  of  the  Institution  under  their 
charge,  is  highly  prosperous  ;  the  wholesome  discipline  of  the 
House  has  been  maintained,  and  the  officers  have  faithfully  per- 
formed the  important  trusts  reposed  in  them. 

The  whole  number  of  juvenile  delinquents  received  into  the 
Refuge,  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1825,  the  date  of  com- 
mencing its  operations,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1813,  was 
3,123,  viz. — 2,226  boys,  and  897  girls,  and  the  number  of  both 
sexes  bound  out  as  apprentices  during  the  aforesaid  period  was 
2,817. 

If  there  is  any  one  fact  which  shows  forth  the  utility  and 
beneficial  effects  of  this  Institution,  it  is  the  lars^e  number  of 
youths  of  both  sexes,  who  have  been  rescued  from  a  life  of  vice 
and  degradation,  and  thus  assisted  in  their  progress  to  virtue 
and  usefulness* 
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The  number  of  children  remaining:  in  the  Refufro  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  18 12,  was         .       .  275 

There  were  received  during  the  said  year,    .       .  284  

Making  a  total  for  the  year  1812  of  .       .       .  559 
The  number  in  the  House  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1843,  was   306 

Which  leaves  the  number  disposed  of  for  the  year  1842  at  253 


For  a  detail  of  the  above,  see  the  report  of  the  Superintend- 
ent in  the  Appendix. 

A  large  portion  of  the  male  children  have  been  employed  in 
mechanical  operations,  at  very  moderate  wages,  and  the  females 
in  performing  the  washing,  mending,  and  portions  of  the  needle- 
work for  the  whole  establishment. 

The  income  derived  from  the  labor  of  these  children  is  of 
much  less  imiportance,  in  the  views  of  the  Managers,  than  the 
means  it  affords  of  keeping  them  employed,  and  thus  accustom- 
ing them  to  habits  of  industry.  The  delinquency  of  the  young, 
as  well  as  of  the  old  offender,  may,  in  most  cases,  be  traced  to 
the  absence  of  employment,  and,  as  it  respects  those  brought  to 
the  Refuge,  there  is  scarce  an  instance  where  this  fact  will  not 
apply.  The  subjects  are  uniformly  such  as  have  been  permitted 
to  roam,  the  streets  in  company  with  idlers  like  themselves,  where 
they  contract  dissolute  habits,  and  finally  commit  acts  of  cri- 
minality, which,  in  all  human  probability,  would  have  been 
avoided,  had  they  been  placed  in  situations  where  their  physical 
and  mental  faculties  could  have  been  brought  into  sound  action. 

To  inculcate  habits  of  industry,  therefore,  by  the  constant 
employment  of  the  youths  placed  under  their  care  and  direc- 
tion, until  their  moral  views  and  obedient  habits  will  authorise 
the  binding  them  to  proper  persons  as  apprentices,  is  a  leading 
object  which  the  Managers  have  in  view.  The  number  thus 
reformed,  which  the  Managers  had  reason  to  believe  were  fit 
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subjects  for  binding,  during  the  year  1842,  was  226.  For  the 
trades  and  calUngs  to  which  they  were  apprenticed,  see  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

The  favorable  reports  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  youths 
who  have  been  parted  with  as  apprentices,  have  been  a  source 
of  great  satisfaction  to  the  Managers,  and  a  stimulus  to  their 
continued  exertions  for  the  benefit  of  this  unfortunate  part  of 
our  species.  By  a  reference  to  the  letters  on  this  subject,  in  the 
Appendix,  it  will  be  seen  by  your  Honorable  Bodies,  that  the 
Managers  have  cause  to  be  gratified  with  the  result  of  their  la- 
bors, and  that  the  contributors  to  the  support  of  the  Institution 
have  equal  reason  to  rejoice  that  the  effects  of  their  benevolence 
have  been  so  salutary. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  solicitude  with  the  Managers  that  the 
children  sent  out  from  the  Refuge  shall  be  provided  with  good 
masters — -not  only  such  as  will  attend  to  their  temporal  wants, 
but  such  as  will  also  lead  them,  both  by  example  and  precept, 
to  the  paths  of  virtue  and  respectability  ;  and  in  order  that  the 
persons  with  whom  these  children  are  placed  may  not  be  disap- 
pointed in  the  character  and  disposition  of  the  apprentice  they 
are  about  to  receive  into  their  fiuiiilies,  the  Managers  have  used 
every  means  within  their  reach  to  ascertain  wliether  such  a  re- 
formation has  been  eflfected,  as  would  insure  a  continuance  of 
their  good  conduct.  That  they  have  been  disappointed  in  their 
expectations,  by  a  few  of  those  who  have  been  sent  out  as  re- 
formed, ought  by  no  means  to  lessen  the  fair  fame  of  the  Insti- 
tution, especially  when  the  character  and  ag  ^  of  some  of  the 
subjects  are  considered.  The  failures  we  have  to  lament  are 
but  few,  and,  in  most  cases,  are  those  who  have  arrived  at  an 
age  bordering  on  manhood  or  womanhood,  whose  evil  propen- 
sities are  of  en  too  firmly  fixed  to  be  removed. 

The  House  of  Refuge  is  not  a  place  provided  for  the  punish- 
ment of  culprits,  or  as  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  but  the  offspring  of 
charity,  mercy,  and  benevolence.    When  a  youth  enters  this 
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establishment  all  debasing  recollections  of  what  he  has  been,  as 
far  as  pra<^ticable,  are  obliterated  from  the  pages  of  memory,  and 
in  the  kindest  manner  he  is  advised  to  shun  and  avoid  evil,  and 
follow  the  paths  of  virtue.  There  is  a  wide  distinction,  there- 
fore, both  in  character  and  effect,  between  the  imprisonment  of 
an  adult  offender,  and  the  confinement  of  a  juvenile  delinquent. 
The  first  lias  a  stigma  affixed  to  his  character  which  excludes 
him  from  fellowship  with  the  honest  and  virtuous  part  of  the 
community,  while  the  children  from  the  Refuge  are  sought  after 
by  respectable  citizens  from  various  sections  of  this  and  other 
states,  and  are  received  into  their  families,  and  placed  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  others  in  their  employment. 

The  operations  of  the  children  during  the  day-time,  are  di- 
vided between  labor,  exercise,  and  school.  They  labor  about 
eight  hours  in  summer,  and  about  seven  in  winter ;  the  remain- 
der of  their  time  is  devoted  to  recreation  and  study.  Their 
meals  are  served  at  regular  periods,  the  diet  plain,  but  whole- 
some and  nourishing. 

The  literary  instruction  of  the  children  has  been  attended  to, 
and  a  very  favorable  report  is  submitted  by  Mr.  McKennee,  the 
Teacher.  All  the  children  leave  the  Refuge  more  or  less  edu- 
cated, according  to  circumstances,  and  many  of  them  are  so  {av 
advanced,  that,  with  a  little  exertion  of  their  own,  and  the  ad- 
ditional schooling  received  during  their  apprenticeship,  they  are 
capable  of  conducting  all  the  ordinary  occupations  Avhich  their 
situation  may  call  upon  them  to  follow.  The  Managers  are 
careful,  in  binding  these  youths,  to  stipulate  in  their  indentures, 
that  a  portion  of  their  time,  in  each  year  of  their  apprenticeship, 
shall  be  devoted  to  school  instruction  at  the  expense  of  the  in- 
dividuals in  whose  service  they  are  placed. 

In  a  moral  point  of  view,  however,  their  instruction  is  more 
perfect  than  in  a  literary.  By  the  discipline  of  the  House,  and 
the  admonitions  of  the  ofBcers.  the  habits  of  the  child  are  totally 
changed,  his  mental  faculties  much  improved,  and  his  account- 
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ability,  as  a  rational  being,  to  an  overruling  Providence,  is 
deeply  impressed  on  his  mind.  His  education,  therefore,  though 
not  strictly  literary,  is  a  moral  and  religious  one.  Every  part 
of  the  discipline,  as  enforced  throughout  the  establishment,  tends 
to  impress  upon  the  mind  the  following  precepts  : — 

1st.  Cleanliness  iti  person,  habitalion,  and  clothing — thus 
improving  the  appearance,  promoting  comfort,  and  preserving 
health. 

2d.  Early  Rising — invigorating  the  mental  faculties,  and 
Sfainins:  useful  time,  which  otherwise  would  be  lost. 

3d.  Order  and  regularity — promoting  convenience,  prevent- 
ing perplexity,  and  saving  labor. 

4th.  A  strict  adherence  to  truth. — "  Never  to  tell  a  lie" — 
tending  to  exalt  the  character,  establish  veracity,  and  elevate 
the  sensibilities. 

5th.  Industry — the  road  to  reputation  and  wealth,  and  the 
antidote  to  idleness  and  its  consequences. 

6th.  3Ioral  precepts  and  religious  observances. — In  these 
are  combined  all  the  cardinal  virtues  of  life,  temperance,  truth, 
industry,  economy  in  time  and  substance,  with  benevolence 
and  purity  of  thought  and  action. 

The  Library  is  composed  of  books  suitable  to  the  age  and  ca- 
pacity of  the  children,  and  amounts  to  576  volumes.  The  read- 
ing thus  afforded,  has  a  very  salutary  effect  on  the  conduct  and 
deportment  of  the  delinquents.  To  receive  a  book  from  the 
Library  is  held  up  to  them  as  a  privilege,  only  to  be  enjoyed  by 
the  obedient  and  orderly,  and  thus  viewed,  it  operates  as  an  in- 
centive to  good  conduct. 

Religious  instruction  is  attended,  as  usual,  by  all  the  children, 
twice  on  each  Sabbath,  and  the  object  of  the  preacher  is,  to  ren- 
der his  language  as  plain  and  familiar  as  practicable,  in  explain- 
ing, illustrating,  and  enforcing  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel,  and 
applying  them  to  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the 
children. 
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The  services  of  our  efTicient.  Superintendent,  David  Terry, 
Jr.,  liave  been  unremitted,  and  of  tlie  utmost  importance  to  the  In- 
stitution. He  exercises  a  moral  influence  over  the  children, 
and  treats  them  as  one  family,  over  which  he  is  the  head.  The 
Managers  have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  any  of  the  ofFi- 
cers  or  otlicrs  employed  about  the  premises  ;  they  have  con- 
ducted themselves  with  becominji:  dih2:ence  in  enforcing:  the 
rules  of  the  House,  and  in  no  instance,  within  our  knowledgCj 
have  they  failed  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

The  female  department  has  been  faithfully  attended  to  by 
Phcebe  H.  Wood,  the  Matron  of  the  Refuge.  She  resides  in 
the  same  building  with  the  girls,  superintends  their  operations, 
and  dispenses  to  them  good  and  wholesome  advice  and  counsel, 
and  by  her  own  example  and  conduct  demonstrates  to  her 
charge  the  utility  of  a  virtuous  and  pious  life. 

The  Ladies'  Committee,  a  portion  of  whom  visit  the  females 
once  in  each  week,  have  been  unceasing  in  their  endeavors  to 
stimulate  them  in  their  progress  to  reformation  :  to  encourage 
their  industry,  revive  in  them  that  modest  demeanor  which  is 
the  ornament  of  their  sex,  and  to  excite  them  to  acts  of  repent- 
ance for  the  past,  and  to  a  life  of  virtue  and  piety  for  the  future. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  good,  few  having  been 
confined  to  the  Hospital,  by  sickness,  during  the  year,  and  but 
two  deaths  have  occurred  since  our  last  Report.  The  annual 
report  of  Dr.  G.  Carter,  the  Physician  of  the  Refuge,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  Treasurer's  annual  report  is  hereunto  annexed.  The 
receipts  of  the  Managers  during  the  last  yearj  including  the 
balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1842,  amounted  to  $21,350  42,  and  their  disbursements  to 
$21,228  62,  leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Refuge  of 
$121  80. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  subjects  sent  to  the  Re- 
fuge, from  nearly  every  part  of  the  State,  has  compelled  the 
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Managers  to  enlarge  their  accommodations,  and,  accordingly, 
they  have  erected  an  addition  to  the  main  house  of  89  feet  6 
inches  in  length,  by  34  feet  6  inches  in  width.  The  building 
is  of  stone,  two  stories  in  height.  The  first  story  is  appropriated 
as  the  dining-room  for  the  boys,  and  the  second  contains  three 
tiers  of  sleeping  dormitories,  forty  in  each  tier,  or  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty.  The  building  communicates  and  joins 
on  the  northwest  front  of  the  main,  or  boys'  house,  and  adds 
much  to  the  convenience,  safe-keeping,  and  comfort  of  the 
children. 

The  Managers  have  thus  stated,  briefly,  all  the  facts  relative 
to  the  Refuge,  which  appear  to  be  required  of  them  by  their  act 
of  incorporation.  They  have  not  deemed  it  necessary,  on  this 
occasion,  to  go  over  a  rehearsal  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
establishment  of  the  House  of  Refuge.  That  sufficient  cause 
existed,  and  that  the  result  has  shown  the  necessity  of  a  Refuge 
for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  the  Managers  believe  to  be  indisput- 
able ;  and  that,  at  this  day,  no  doubt  exists  with  any  friend  of 
humanity,  and  the  good  order  of  society,  as  to  the  necessity  and 
utility  of  such  an  establishment. 

This  is  the  eighteenth  annual  exhibit  of  the  condition, 
results,  and  finances  of  the  Institution,  and  not  a  year  has 
elapsed  in  which  the  Managers  have  not  had  reason  to  congra- 
tulate your  Honorable  Bodies,  as  well  as  the  public,  on  the 
beneficial  effects  resulting  from  its  operations.  That  it  may 
continue  its  usefulness  in  reclaiming  the  wretched  and  deluded 
offspring  of  vice,  is  the  ardent  prayer  of  the  Managers,  and  to 
this  end  they  promise  to  devote,  as  heretofore,  their  unremitted 
and  united  exertions. 

STEPHEN  ALLEN,  President. 
JOHN  R.  TOWNSEND,  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LADIES'  COMMITTEE 


The  revolving  year  imposes  upon  the  Ladies'  Committee 
the  duty  of  again  laying  before  the  Managers  a  brief  sketch  of 
their  proceedings.  Tire  uniform  current  of  events  precludes 
much  variety,  although  the  transactions  of  every  day  are 
deeply  interesting  in  their  nature,  concerning,  as  they  do,  the 
welfare  for  time  and  for  eternity,  of  so  many  inmrortal  beings. 
With  but  few  exceptions,  the  Refuge  has  been  visited  weekly 
by  a  part  of  your  Committee,  and  their  reports  evinced  a  gene- 
ral satisfaction  with  the  order  of  the  Department,  the  industry 
of  the  inmates,  their  proficiency  in  reciting  selections  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  though  last  not  least,  the  kind  and  judicious  manage- 
ment of  their  care-takers.  The  great  value  of  harmonious 
action,  has  been  at  no  time  perhaps  more  favorably  exemplified, 
than  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  year  ;  influencing  in  its 
course  the  subjects  of  our  care. 

Among  the  efforts  instituted  for  the  more  ready  inculcation 
of  moral  truths  upon  the  minds  of  the  children,  may  be  re- 
corded a  plan  by  which  they  commit  to  memory,  and  recite  in 
rotation  a  Scriptural  narrative  enforcing  a  particular  moral 
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virtue  ;  as  for  example,  the  story  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira. 
In  proof  of  the  industry  of  the  girls,  the  Committee  reported  a 
large  quantity  of  sewing  executed  by  them,  and  also  of  other 
work,  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  them  useful  as  domestics. 

The  inestimable  blessing  of  health  has  in  general  been  en- 
joyed, and  given  cause  for  gratitude  to  the  Beneficent  Author 
of  all  good.  That  all  the  youthful  inmates  of  the  Refuge  may 
be  brought  to  know  and  do  His  will,  and  to  acknowledge  His 
unmerited  mercy,  in  bringing  them  within  its  enclosure  ;  and 
that  He  may  continue,  as  in  time  past,  to  bless  the  labors  of  all 
to  whom  its  cares  are  committed,  remains  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  Ladies'  Committee. 


SARAH  C.  HAWXHURST,  Secretary. 
Twelfth  Month  {Dec.)  26th,  1842. 


PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 


TO  THE  HONORABLE  STEPHEN  ALLEN,   PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
REFORMATION  OF  JUVENILE 
DELINQUENTS. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  children  have,  for  the  most 
part,  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  health,  and  if  it  has  not  been 
quite  so  universal  as  it  was  during  the  previous  year,  yet  we 
have  abundant  cause  of  thankfulness  to  the  great  Disposer  of 
events,  for  his  watchful  care  over  so  many  unfortunate  chil- 
dren. And  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  great  exposures 
to  which  most  of  them  have  been  subject,  and  the  influence 
which  that  exposure  has  had  in  impairing  the  health  and  viciat- 
ing  the  constitution,  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  power  of 
an  all-ruling  Providence  in  their  restoration  to  health,  and  pre- 
servation from  death. 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year,  the  inmates  of  the 
Refuge  were  remarkably  healthy.  A  few  only  of  the  diseases 
to  which  children  are  subject,  and  they  of  a  mild  character, 
were  all  which  required  my  attention,  with  the  exception  of 
those  diseases  v/liich  they  brought  into  the  house  with  them,  and 
one  case  of  consumption,  which  proved  fatal.  The  subject  of 
this  last  named  disease,  was  a  little  mulatto  boy,  about  twelve 
years  old,  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis.    He  was  always,  from  the 
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time  he  entered  the  institution,  feeble,  and  continued  declining 
in  health,  until  some  time  in  May,  when  he  died. 

The  children  during  tlie  remaining  portion  of  the  year,  suf- 
liered  much  more  from  sickness — and  in  the  months  of  Septem- 
ber, October,  November,  and  December,  the  number  on  the  sick 
list  was  unusually  large,  varying  from  fifteen  to  fifty  daily — the 
greater  portion  of  them  were,  however,  afflicted  with  sore  eyes — 
many  of  them  were  very  bad  cases,  and  dillicult  of  cure.  The 
number  of  sore  eyes  was  not  less  than  seventy- five — they  have, 
however,  all  been  benefitted  by  appropriate  treatment,  and  most 
of  them  have  been  cured.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  cases  only 
remain  under  treatment.  In  no  instance  has  the  sight  been  lost, 
and  in  but  two  or  three  cases  has  the  eye  been  at  all  injured. 
These  last  are  now  under  treatment,  and  1  confidently  hope  to 
cure  them  without  any  serious  injury  to  the  vision. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  all  the  worst  cases  of  sore 
eyes  were  connected  with,  and  rendered  more  virulent  by  the 
diseases  which  the  patients  had  contracted  previous  to  their  re- 
ception into  the  institution. 

During  this  same  period,  there  were  some  twenty  cases  of 
bilious  remitting  fever,  all,  however,  of  a  mild  character.  Most 
of  them  have  been  cured,  and  the  rest  convalescing. 

Diarrhoea,  which  has  in  former  years  been  very  troublesome 
to  the  children,  has  hardly  made  its  appearance  among  them 
during  the  year. 

Some  of  the  boys  have  suflfered  much  from  chilblains  and 
frost  bitten  toes,  in  consequence  of  former  exposure  and  su fleer- 
ing. One,  a  mulatto  boy,  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  while 
lying  about  the  docks  in  one  of  the  West  India  Islands  had  one 
of  his  feet  poisoned  by  the  bite  of  some  insect,  which  caused 
hmi  great  pain  and  suflfering  while  there,  and  which  was  not 
cured  when  he  entered  the  Refuge.  During  the  last  month,  in 
consequence  of  his  own  neglect  and  carelessness,  he  got  the  same 
foot  somewhat  frost  bitten,  which  so  irritated  the  old  difiiculty 
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as  to  produce  tetanus^  of  which  he  died  the  second  day  after  he 
came  into  the  hospital. 

This,  and  the  one  above  mentioned,  are  the  only  deaths  which 
have  occurred  during  the  year. 

There  are  now  remaining  in  the  hospitals,  and  under  treat- 
ment, some  twenty  boys  and  girls — none  of  them  dangerously 
ill. 

Here  it  is  but  just  that  I  should  inform  you  that  I  have  been 
greatly  assisted  in  the  discharge  of  my  professional  duties  by 
your  worthy  superintendent,  Mr.  Terry,  and  all  his  subordinates, 
and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  every  request  of  mine, 
relative  to  the  sick,  has  been  most  cheerfully  attended  to — and  I 
will  further  state,  that  the  sick  in  both  houses,  have  had  all  the 
comforts  the  nature  of  their  disease  required,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  admitted. 

GALEN  CARTER,  M.  D. 
467  Broome  street^  January,  1843. 
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TEACHER'S  REPORT. 


MALE  DEPARTMENT. 

Tiiere  have  entered  the  School  diirinor  the  past  year,  181  Boys. 


Of  whom  there  vv^ere  that  did  not  know  the  EnsfUsh 


Alphabet,  .... 
Could  spell  words  of  from  2  to  4  letters, 
Could  read  easy  lessons,  . 
Could  read  in  books  generally, 
Could  read  well,  . 


That  were  entirely  unacquainted  with  Arithmetic, 
Commenced  with  Subtraction,  . 

"  Multiplication,  . 

"  Division, 

"  Reduction, 

"  Fractions,  . 

"  Rule  of  Three,  . 


22 
56 
36 
39 
.  28 
 181 


140 
9 
13 
8 
9 
1 
1 


There  are  now  in  this  Department  237  Boys. 

Of  these,  spell  and  read  words  of  from  2  to  4  letters,  35 
read  easy  lessons,  .  .  .58 

read  in  books  generally,       .  .  67 

read  well,  .  .  .  .77 


181 


237 


Cipher  in  Addition. 
"  Subtraction, 
"  Multiplication, 

Division,  . 

Reduction,  . 

Fractions, 
"       Rule  of  Three, 

Practice, 
"       Tare  and  Tret, 
"  Interest, 


86 
26 
37 
34 
38 
7 
3 
3 
1 
2 


23' 
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FEMALE  DEPARTMENT. 

There  have  entered  this  Department  the  past  year.  77  girls. 
Of  whom  there  were  that  did  not  know  the  English 

Alphahet,     .  .  .  .  .6 

Could  spell  words  of  from  2  to  4  letters,  31 
Could  read  easy  lessons,        .  .  21 

Could  read  in  books  generally,    .  .  12 

Could  read  well,        ...  7 

  77 

That  were  entirely  unacquainted  with  Arithmetic. 
Commenced  with  Subtraction, 

"  "    Compound  Rules, 


There  are  now  in  this  Department,  64  Girls. 

Of  these,  spell  and  read  words  of  from  2  to  4  letters,  1 0 
read  easy  lessons,         .  .  .22 

read  in  books  generally,     .  .  .8 

read  well,        .  .  .  .24 

  64 

Cipher  in  Addition, 

Subtraction, 
"  Multiplication, 

Division, 
"       Denominate  Nos. 
"       Rule  of  Three  . 
"  Interest, 


All  the  children,  as  soon  as  they  enter,  are  taught  to  write, 
first  on  slates,  and  as  soon  as  they  write  legibly,  on  paper. 

Number  that  write  on  paper  in  the  Male  Department,  81 

in  the  Female      do.  23 

The  following  items  which  I  have  been  enabled  to  collect  in 
reference  to  some  of  the  children  which  have  left  the  "  House" 
the  past  year,  afford  me  encouragement  to  believe  that  the 
benevolent  objects  of  the  institution  are  to  some  extent  realized. 
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I  find  that  of  25  children  who  entered  the  House  ignorant  of 

the  English  Alphabet, 

12  could  read  easy  lessons, 
9  could  read  in  l)ooks  generally, 
2  could  read  well. 

Of  65  who  entered  merely  able  to  spell  words  of  from  2  to  4 
letters, 

8  when  they  left  could  read  easy  lessons, 
46       "  could  read  in  books  generally,  and 

11       "       "      could  read  well. 

Of  36  who,  when  they  entered,  could  read  easy  lessons, 

21  when  they  left  could  read  in  books  generally,  and 
15  could  read  well. 

Sixty  who,  when  they  entered,  were  able  to  read  only  by  spel- 
ling many  words,  when  they  left  were  good  readers. 

167  when  they  entered  were  entirely  unacquainted  with 
Arithmetic,  of  whom  when  they  left 

40  ciphered  in  Subtraction, 

36  Multiplication, 

37  "  Division, 

35  "  Compound  Rules, 

7  Fractions, 

11  "  Reduction, 

1  "  Miscellaneous  Questions. 

7  commenced  in  the  House  with  Subtraction, 

1  of  whom  left  in  Division, 

1  "       "       Compound  Rules, 

2  "       "  Reduction, 
1  "  Fractions, 

1       "       "       Rule  of  Three, 
1       "       "  Annuities. 

4  commenced  in  Multiplication, 

1  of  whom  was  in  Compound  Rules, 
1       "       "  Reduction, 
1       "       "  Fractions, 

1  "       "        Rule  of  Three,  when  they  left. 

5  commenced  with  Division, 

2  of  whom  left  in  Compound  Rules, 
2       "       "        Reduction,  and 

1       "       "  Fractions. 
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Two  commenced  with  Reduction,  1  of  whom  passed  regularly 
through  Daboll's  and  as  far  as  the  "  Miscellaneous  auestions," 
(Appendix)  of  Davies.— 1  passed  through  DabolPs  and  Davies', 
and  had  commenced  Willets'  Arithmetic  when  he  left. 

One  hundred  and  three  Children,  who,  when  they  entered, 
were  classed  "  on  slates,"  when  they  left,  wrote  on  paper. 

Hence  it  appears  that  of  90  children  who  entered  the  House 
utterly  unable  to  read  their  Bibles,  68  when  they  left  could 
read  it  with  considerable  ease,  and  of  the  balance,  20,  if  not  all, 
were  able  to  obtain  much  of  its  contents,  all,  we  trust,  with  more 
or  less  of  it  stored  in  their  memory. 

Of  167  who  entered,  the  majority  were  unable  to  count  half 
a  hundred,  54  when  they  left  were  familiar  with  the  five  funda- 
mental rules  of  Arithmetic,  and  the  balance  were  probably 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  numbers,  to  prepare  them  for  the 
ordinary  business  of  life.  When  I  remember  that  perhaps  all 
of  these  children,  but  for  this  Institution,  would  have  grown 
up  in  utter  ignorance,  I  am  encouraged  I  say,  to  believe  that  one 
at  least  of  its  benevolent  objects  is^  to  some  extent,  realized. 

The  monthly  rewards  of  the  "  Sabbath  School  Visiters,"  I 
cannot  doubt  are  a  great  blessing,  when  I  see  the  children 
manifest  such  interest  in  them :  as  also  the  monthly  visits  of  the 
Tract  distributor.  Indeed,  I  have  been  highly  gratified,  during 
the  short  connection  Vv'hich  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  enjoy 
with  this  Institution,  in  witnessing  the  general  interest  which  is 
manifested  by  its  friends,  for  the  welfare  of  its  inmates,  and  the 
happy  effects  which  its  wholesome  restraints  and  instructions 
evidently  produce  upon  their  character. 

T.  C.  McKENNEE,  Teacher. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1842. 


The  whole  number  of  children  received  into  the  Refuge  since  its 
establishment  in  1825,  is  3,123. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  Institution  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1842,  v/as  as  follows,  viz:  — 

White  Boys,        -  -  -  -  171 

White  Girls,  ....  51 

Colored  Boys,  ....  40 
Colored  Girls,  ....  13 

  275 


Received  daring  the  year  1842  : — 

White  Boys,        -  -  -  -  168 

White  Girls,  ....  67 

Colored  Boys,  ....  34 
Colored  Girls,            -          -          -          -  15 

  284 

Total  during  the  year,    559 


Of  these  559,  we  have  disposed  of  253,  viz 

White  Boys,         -  .  -  -  138 

White  Girls,  -  -  -  -  62 

Colored  Boys,      -  -  -  -  35 

Colored  Girls,  -  -  -  -  18 

  253 

Leaving  on  the  1st  of  January,  1843  : —  7} 
White  Boys,        -  -  .  -  201 

White  Girls,  .  .  -  56 

Colored  Boys,  ....  39 
Colored  Girls,  -  -  .  -  10 

 306 

  559 
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A   TABLE   SHOWING   THE   SOURCES   FROM  WHICH   WE   RECEIVED  284 
CHILDREN  DURING  THE  TEAR  1842,  viz  I  


Wliite 

While 

Col'il 

Col'd 

Boys 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

1  Total. 

From  the  New  York  Police  Offices, 

61 

44 

16 

1 

10 

131 

((        ((  u 

Court  of  Sessions, 

49 

6 

10 

3 

68 

Commissioners  of  the 

Alms  House, 
'*    Oneida  County  Courts, 

6 

3 

1 

0 

10 

4 

1 

C 

1  ^ 

5 

"  Monroe 

(C 

5 

0 

1 

0 

6 

"  Cayuga 

C{ 

3 

0 

1 

0 

4 

"  Kings 

(( 

1 

G 

1 

0 

2 

"  Schoharie 

11 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

"  Erie 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

"  Albany 

u 

8 

4 

0 

0 

10 

"  Niagara 

11 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

"  Renssalear 

I  i 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

"  Glueens 

a 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

"  Washington 

U 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

"  Clinton 

(( 

3 

0 

0 

3 

"  Columbia 

u 

1 

0 
u 

"  Schenectady 

(( 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

"  Herkimer 

u 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

"  Orange 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

"    St,  Lawrence 

u 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

"  Oswego 

ii 

1 

V 

u 

1 

X 

"  Sullivan 

li 

0 

] 

0 

0 

1 

"  Dutchess 

a 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

"  Tioga 

a 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

154 

61 

31 

15 

261 

Returned,  after  having  been  given  up 
to  friends,  or  sent  to  the  Alms  House, 

or  been  indent uret 

5 

14 

C 

3 

0 

23 

168; 

6?! 

34| 

15 

284 

The  Parentage  of  215  CJiildren  received  during  the  year,  is  here  given: — 


Of  Irish  Parentage, 

-  104 

"  American,  do. 

59 

"  English,  do. 

-  29 

"  Scotch,  do. 

9 

"  German,  do. 

7 

"  French,  do. 

6 

"  Welch,     do.  - 

1 

215 

American,  59;  Foreign,  156. 
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A  TABLE  SHOWING  THE  DISPOSITION  MADE  OF  253  CHILDREN  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1842. 


While  White 

Col'd 

Col'd 

Boys. 

1  Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

TotaL 

Indentured  to  Farmers, 

0 

!  29 

0 

126 

(( 

Shoemakers, 

4 

0 

1  0 

0 

4 

it 

Tailors, 

4 

0 

'  0 

0 

4 

ti 

Tanners,  • 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

II 

Tvoo  to  each  of  the  following. 

viz : — Masons,  Merchants, 

and  Blacksmiths, 

6 

0 

0 

0 

$ 

It 

One  to  each  of  the  following. 

viz  : — Plumber,  Carpenter, 

Wheelwright,  Hair  Dresser, 

General  Service,  Watch  Ma- 

ker, and  Brush  Maker, 

6 

0 

1 

0 

7 

II 

To  Housewiferyj 

0 

57 

0 

17 

74 

Deceased, 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Discharged^  given  up  to  friends  or  sent  to 

the  Alms  House, 

38 

6 

3 

1 

27 

138 

62 

35 

18 

253 

AGES  OF  261  CHILDREN  WHO  WERE  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  TEAR 

1842 

4  were  8  years  old. 


10 

(1 

9 

u 

16 

(( 

10 

it 

16 

u 

11 

11 

29 

(( 

12 

li 

42 

(C 

13 

u 

43 

l( 

14 

11 

58 

(( 

15 

11 

43 

(1 

16 

u 

261  averaging  13  years,  9  months,  and  18  days. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  BOYS. 

During  the  year  of  which  we  now  report,  the  boys  have  been  em- 
ployed at  getting  out  from  the  rough  plank,  chair  seat  frames,  and 
then  filling  them  with  cane,  prepared  on  the  premises  by  the  children 
for  that  purpose.  They  have  also  been  engaged  at  manufacturing 
razor-strops,  pocket-books,  and  paper  cases  of  various  prices. 

The  making  and  mending  of  the  shoes  worn  by  ihe  children  is  done 
by  them,  on  the  premises. 

The  washing,  making,  and  mending  for  the  whole  family  is  done 
by  the  children. 


SUxMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  GIRLS  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1842. 


Frocks        made,  . 

.  189 

Hospital  Caps  " 
Towels  " 

10 

Aprons 

u 

.  317 

.  21 

Shirts 

(( 

.  571 

Rollers  " 

67 

Chemises 

C( 

.  138 

Jackets 

.  399 

Sheets 

tt 

.  283 

Pants,  woollen  " 

.  79 

Comfortables 

li 

.  265 

do.    hnen  " 

.  430 

auilts 

u 

7 

Suspenders  " 

.  315 

Pillow  Cases 

n 

.  138 

Stockings  lined, 

.  552 

Skirts 

u 

.  82 

Bed  Ticks    made,  . 

.  76 

Muslin  Capes 

CI 

.  80 

Pillow  Ticks  " 

.  109 

Handkerchiefs 

(( 

.  16 

Shoes  bound,  .    .  . 

.    100  pr. 

Curtains 

(1 

7 

Carpet  Balls,   .    .  . 

.    148  lbs. 

PHCEBE  WOOD,  Matron. 
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FROM  THE  DAILY  JOURNAL  OF  TFIE  INSTITUTION 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1842. 

January. 

Among  the  children  we  indentured  this  month,  was  one  who  goes 
to  live  in  a  family,  the  head  of  which  was  himself  formerly  an  inmate 
here. 

March. 

"VVe  received  a  letter  from  a  former  inmate,  now  teaching  a  flourish- 
ing school,  inquiring  whether  we  had  a  child  we  could  indenture  to 
him. 

C.  S.,  whose  apprenticeship  has  just  expired,  came  out  to  see  us 
after  having  conducted  thrr>ugh  the  period  of  a  five  years'  service  in 
a  manner  pleasing  to  all  his  friends. 

B.  E.,  now  married  to  YV.  C,  of  B.,  was  in  to  see  us — a  smart 

and  intelligent  woman. 

M.  W.  was  allowed  by  his  master  to  visit  the  city ;  his  tim^e  is  nearly 
out,  and  his  master  is  applying  for  another  boy. 

S.  C,  one  of  our  girls  who  having  served  her  time  out,  been  mar- 
ried, and  a  mother,  but  now  a  widow  and  childless,  made  us  a  visit. 
Truly  our  hearts  were  glad  at  the  sight  of  her,  after  an  absence  of 
nearly  eight  years. 

April. 

B.  J.,  who  having  served  his  time  out  about  two  years  ago,  came 
to  the  city  to  be  a  clerk  in  a  retail  store, — to  day  he  came  out  to  advise 
with  us ;  as  he  neither  likes  the  confinement  nor  mode  of  doing  busi- 
ness, he  will  probably  turn  his  attention  to  the  farm  again.  He  is  a 
most  worthy  young  man. 

Among  other  visitors  to-day,  we  had  a  call  from  a  former  inmate,  who 
is  now  his  own  master,  a  teetotaler,  and  a  worthy  member  of  a  reli- 
gious society,  as  we  learn  through  other  persons,  and  is  a  pleasant 
young  man  to  us,  for  he  efficiently  assists  an  afflicted  mother. 

C.  H.  spent  the  morning  with  us ;  he  has  been  out  four  and  a  half 
years.  Last  winter  he  attended  the  Academy  in  his  town,  more  fully 
to  qualify  himself  for  teaching.  He  is  not  twenty  years  of  age,  but 
has  taught  district  schools  for  two  seasons  past.  His  master,  though 
a  farmer,  affords  him  every  opportunity  to  improve  himself. 
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May. 

To-da}',  a  merchant  from  a  river  coimty  ap])lied  to  have  a  boy  from 
us,  clerk.  AVe  supplied  him  with  the  goods  he  asked  for,  and  have 
reason  to  hope  he'll  be  well  satisfied. 

Wc  gave  a  child  to  a  gentleman  this  day  who  had  received  at  dif- 
ferent times  three  children  from  us,  all  of  whom  have  served  their  time 
out  to  his  satisfaction  and  ours,  and  so  we  trust  it  will  prove  in  this 
fourth  case. 

C.  T.  worshipped  with  us  this  morning  in  our  chapel, — is  now 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  is  making  an  honest  living  for 
himself. 

June. 

D.  C.  came  to  our  gate,  asking  "  if  we  would  be  pleased  to  take 
her  back  again  '2"  She  had  left  her  place,  sixty  miles  from  New 
York,  and  walked  the  whole  distance,  begging  a.  night's  lod'^'ir'g  when 
the  day  was  spent.  She  complained  that  her  master  and  mistress 
dealt  too  hard  with  her,  and  she  would  much  prefer  being  in  the  Ref- 
uge. We  of  course  took  her  in,  and  must  write  to  the  master  to  get 
his  story. 

July. 

No  less  than  five  of  our  former  inmates  have  called  on  us  this  day, 
and  every  one  affords  satisfying  evidence  that  the  world  will  probably 
suffer  no  wrong  by  them.  Many  visitors  at  the  institution,  citizens 
and  strangers. 

A  boy  was  given  to  his  father,  who  with  his  family  are  now  on 
board  the  steamboat  for  the  Far  West,  where  they  propose  settling  for 
life. 

August. 

We  noticed  with  pain  in  the  papers  of  last  evening,  that  our  early 
and  efficient  friend,  Peter  Sharpe,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents 
of  this  societ}^,  has  departed  this  life. 

L.  M.  one  of  our  girls  who  has  just  finished  a  two  years'  appren- 
ticeship, came  in  to  see  us.  She  has  behaved  with  propriety,  and  the 
family  wish  to  have  another  girl. 

Two  of  our  lads  worshipped  with  us  this  afternoon,  at  chapel — one 
the  second  officer  on  board  a  packet,  and  the  other  a  respectable  me- 
chanic.   They  are  now  about  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

V/e  have  received  a  donation  of  fifty  bibles  from  the  New  York 
Bible  Society. 

Two  of  our  girls,  J.  B.  M.  and  S.  M.,  who  some  years  since  became 
their  own  mistresses,  and  have  since  behaved  with  propriety,  came  in 
to  see  us. 
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September. 

We  indentured  a  girl  to-day  to  a  gentleman  who  has  had  several  of 
our  children,  and  all  have  done  well. 

E.  F.  and  M.  R.,  formerly  inmates,  but  now  respectable  mechanics, 
came  up  to  see  us  with  as  much  apparent  satisfaction  as  if  at  their 
homestead. 

OCTOEER. 

Having  heard  of  the  decease  of  the  late  estimable  Superintendent 
of  this  institution,  N.  C.  Hart,  we  called  on  some  of  our  managers 
that  we  might  gratify  our  personal  feeHngs.  and  faintly  represent  theirs, 
by  attending  the  remains  of  our  friend  to  the  House  appointed  for  all 
living,  and  we  of  course  go  on  the  morrow  for  that  purpose. 

November. 

We  have  to-day  received  another  donation  of  fifty  bibles  from  the 
New  York  Bible  Society. 

Mr.  ,  the  master  of  one  of  our  boys  called  to  see  us,  accom- 
panied by  his  apprentice,  who  has  now  been  with  him  about  seven 
years.  The  master  says  he  is  satisfied  with  the  apprentice,  and  now 
gives  him  the  balance  of  his  time,  two  or  three  months,  fifty  dollars  to 
get  his  freedom  suit,  and  will  hire  him  to  work  on  his  farm.  The  ap- 
prentice is  satisfied  with  his  master,  and  thinks  he  understands  the 
business  of  farming  thoroughly,  and  intends  to  devote  himself  to  it  for 
a  support. 

A  girl  who  had  served  her  time  out  with  acceptance,  called  in  to  see 
us,  bringing  an  agreeable  letter  from  her  mistress,  lo  whose  service 
she  intends  to  return  again. 

December. 

We  were  much  gratified  in  having  a  young  man  say  to  us,  "  The 
boy  you  let  my  father  have  is  now  20  years  of  age,  weighs  180  lbs. 
and  is  as  highly  thought  of  as  any  young  man  in  the  parts,  and  the 
lad  you  bound  to  my  uncle  is  now  the  master  of  uncle's  vessel,  and  is 
regarded  as  a  member  of  the  family." 

S.  H.  came  in  to  see  us, — her  master  w^as  here  a  few  days  since,  and 
said  that  she  had  done  remarkably  well ;  her  time  being  now  out,  he 
desired  another  girl. 

B.  J.  came  up  to  see  us,  and  glad  were  we  to  see  him,  for  we  have 
been  writing  after  him  and  making  inquiries  about  him  for  some  time 
past.  He  served  his  tinie  out  faithfully,  as  his  master  informed  us,  and 
B.  said  his  master  was  a  good  friend  to  him,  and  is  still. 

D.  D.  and  H.  AV.,  two  of  our  boys  just  in  from  a  four  years'  wha- 
ling voyage,  called  on  us.  We  had  a  pleasant  greeting  from  them, 
and  have  much  reason  to  judge,  from  the  report  of  their  master,  that 
they  will  be  honorably  useful  to  themselves  and  others. 

3^ 
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N.  A.  came  up  fo  see  ns,  but  lias  grown  to  be  so  fine  a  lool^in;^  man, 
we  did  not  tit  ihe  instant  recofrnizc  our  former  care.  He  smiled  and 
said,  "  Nobody  knows  me."  He  has  been  a  good  correspondent  ever 
since  he  left  us — sending  us  every  year  one  or  more  letters  and  papers. 

B.  v.,  who  has  been  absent  eleven  years,  came  to  see  us,  as  much 
pleased  to  "  get  home  agaui"  as  any  other  child. 

S.  P.  called,  bearing  a  note  from  his  master,  who  likes  him  well. 
S.  has  been  for  some  time  a  worthy  member  of  a  religious  society,  and 
has  the  confidence  of  all  the  neighbors. 

M.  J.  is  now  out  cf  his  time,  is  attending  school  this  winter,  and 
looks  like  an  honest  man. 

A.  K.  went  out  from  us  many  years  ago,  is  now  a  good  citizen  and 
tradasman,  and  having  bu3in333  in  New  York,  applies  to  lake  a  boy 
cut  to  his  old  master,  and  we  shall  arrange  to  have  him  do  so. 


LETTERS 


PROM  MASTERS  WHOSE  APPRENTICES  ARE  STILL  WITH  THEM. 

BOYS. 

January^  1842. 

Mr.  David  Terry, 
Sir: 

Your  letter  of  December  14th  I  have  received,  making  in- 
quiry ahoiit  A.  R.  He  is  still  with  me.  Your  next  question, — is  he 
honest,  industrious,  and  impmved  in  education,  I  am  happj-  to  be  able 
to  answer  in  the  affirmative,  and  say  he  is  an  excellent  reader,  has 
been  through  DaboU's  arithmetic  several  times,  good  in  grammar  and 
geography.  He  has  had  a  good  opportunity  at  school,  has  improved 
his  time  well ;  in  fine,  he  is  about  the  first  scholar  in  school.  Your 
next — does  he  attend  Sabbath  school  ?  He  did  for  a  number  of  3'ears, 
and  always  got  his  lesson.  For  some  time  past,  he  has  not  attended. 
Next — future  ambition,  future  usefulness.  I  think  he  is  ;  he  abstains 
from  intoxicating  drink.  A.  has  a  terrible  temper  to  govern,  and  some- 
times fails.  I  have  some  trials  with  him,  but  he  generally  sees  his 
error  ;  after,  does  better.  He  has  m.any  poor  days,  but  on  the  whole 
his  health  is  pretty  good.  He  has  grown  very  much  the  past  j^ear, 
is  largo  of  his  age.  I  think  the  probability  is,  he  will  stay  his  time 
out.  I  have  always  been  very  tender  of  him,  cautioned  and  schooled 
him  much,  and  mean  to  do  well  by  him  if  he  remains  wiih  me. 

Yours  respect f Lilly, 

N.  P.  A. 


March,  1842. 

Mr.  David  Terry, 
Dear  Sir  : 

According  to  custom  and  promjise,  I  send  you  this  note  res- 
pecting the  boys.  J.  gets  along  very  well  ;  he  appears  enlirelv  sat- 
isfied, and  is  steady.  I  think  he  will  make  a  workman.  R.  is  also 
at  his  post,  a  very  good  disposeil  boy.  T  am  well  satisfied  with  him 
in  every  respect ;  he  is  too  light  for  a  blacksmith,  and  I  would  there- 
fore roconnnend  that  he  take  another  trade.  My  neighbor,  Mr.  G.,  a 
tailor,  is  very  anxious  to  have  him,  and  R.  appears  just  as  anxious  to 
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go.  They  have  agreed,  provided  you  and  I  agree.  I  think  he  had 
better  go.  Mr.  G.  is  a  good  mechanic  and  a  christian,  worthy  in  eve- 
ry respect.  If  you  approve,  please  write  n:ie  or  Mr.  G.,  and  you  shall 
have  our  attention  immediately. 

Respectfullj'  your  friend, 

W.  S.  T. 


N.,  Feb.  23,  1842. 

Mr.  David  Terry, 

Respected  Friend: 

I  lake  my  pen  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  note  from 
you,  dated  January  17,  1842.  In  that,  you  stated  that  J.  B.  was  in- 
dentured to  me  in  February,  1834.  Now  sir,  in  answer  to  your  inqui- 
ries, Isi,  does  he  remain  with  youl  my  answer  will  be  yes.  Second, 
is  he  honest  ?  yes.  Third,  does  he  regularly  attend  Sunday  school  ? 
he  has  until  the  season  past.  Fourth,  is  he  ambitious  of  future  res- 
pectability and  usefulness  ?  the  answer  will  be,  he  appears  to  have  no 
desire  to  return  to  the  city.  I  have  endeavored  to  bring  him  up  to  be 
useful  to  himself  and  community.  I  have  endeavored  to  make  him 
industrious  ;  he  has  improved  in  work  and  education  ;  he  is  attending 
a  day  school  now,  and  will  continue  until  spring ;  he  has  also  been 
studying  sacred  music  some  for  a  year  or  two  past.  I  have  a  great 
interest  in  him,  and  have  given  him  all  the  chance  he  could  have.  My 
advice  to  him  has  been,  in  my  judgment,  for  his  good,  and  ever  will  be. 
You  well  know  the  care  that  they  need  to  bring  them  to  usefulness. 
There  are  a  number  of  your  boys  in  this  vicinity.  I  feel  an  interest 
in  them  all,  and  also  a  deep  interest  in  your  institution.  Any  informa- 
tion you  wish  from  me  that  I  can  give  you,  I  will  do  it  w^th  pleasure^ 
and  will  write  again.  Thank  you  for  a  line,  and  will  be  happy  to  an- 
swer any  inquiries  that  you  choose  to  make. 

Yours  with  respect, 

H.  S. 

J.  B.  sends  his  respects. 


August,  1842. 

Me.  Terry, 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  recently  received  a  line  from  you  requesting  to  know 
the  health  and  behaviour  of  T.  R.  His  health  has  been  good,  except 
nbout  a  w'eek  or  ten  days  sickness,  and  as  for  his  behaviour,  he  is  so 
far  a  first  rate  boy.  Respectfully  vours,  &c., 

G.  B.  H. 
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September,  1842. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  receiv^ed  a  letter  from  you,  requesting  some  information 
respecting  J.  V.  He  has  lived  with  me  ever  since  I  look  him.  He 
proves  to  be  honest,  industrious,  improves  in  instruction,  and  attends 
Sunday  school.  He  appears  to  be  pleased  with  his  trade,  and  has  a 
desire  to  improve,  which  he  does  very  fast.  He  is  respectful,  and  bids 
fair  to  become  a  good  citizen.  You  stated  in  your  letter  that  you  had 
not  heard  from  him  since  he  left  that  institution.  I  think  you  must 
recollect  that  I  was  there  about  a  year  ago,  after  a  girl.  By  referring 
to  your  books,  I  think  you  will  find  that  J.  T.  was  indentured  to  me 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  1835,  by  Mr.  Hart.  He  has  faith- 
fully served  his  time  out;  his  time  of  service  has  just  expired.  Ho 
has  commenced  working  for  himself,  and  is  doing  well. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

N.  B.  A. 


October  2bth,  1842. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  my  son's  visiting  New- York,  to 
inform  you  that  we  are  all  well,  together  with  the  young  man  that 
you  trusted  to  our  care,  J.  D ,  and  that  his  conduct  with  me  has  been 
satisfactory,  and  his  character  for  honesty  and  truth  stand  as  high  as 
any  young  man's  in  the  town  ;  likewise  to  inform  you  that  in  order 
that  he  may  have  a  little  to  encourage  him  when  twenty-one,  1  have 
consented  that  he  may  have  his  earnings  until  that  time,  if  he  contin- 
ues to  conduct  himself  properly,  but  not  to  give  up  the  indenture  until 
the  time  expires.  If  you  consent,  I  should  like  to  have  another  boy, 
say  from  fifteen  to  seventeen,  of  good  disposition,  ihat  you  think  would 
be  likely  to  stay  contented  with  good  treatment.  If  you  conclude  to 
let  me  have  one,  my  son  will  attend  to  signing  the  papers  and  take 
charge  of  him,  and  fetch  him  with  him.  Write  me  by  tbe  same,  and 
with  my  best  wi.shes  for  your  health  an-l  the  prosperity  of  the  institu- 
tion under  your  care,  I  remain  your  friend, 

B.  S. 


November,  1842. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  take  the  present  opportunity  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  to 
let  you  know  Francis  has  got  to  be  a  stout  lad,  and  is  still  a  good  boy. 
He  sends  his  lespects  to  you  and  to  all  the  boys  in  the  Refuge.  He 
will  write  you  a  letter  himself,  soon.  I  have  sold  my  farm  in  Dela- 
ware county,  and  have  removed  to  this  place,  and  I  still  carry  on  the 
farming  business.  I  have  done  wrong  in  not  writing  to  you  oftcner; 
excuse  me,  and  I  will  try  and  write  oftener.  I  send  this  by  Mr.  J.  W., 
a  farm.er  and  a  near  neighbor.    He  wants  to  get  a  boy  from  you,  if 
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he  can  get  a  good  one.  He  and  his  folks  are  respectable,  and  profes- 
sors of  religion,  and  I  am  certain  would  be  good  to  a  boy.  Send  me 
a  few  lines,  and  let  me  know  how  you  are  coming  on. 

Respectfully, 

W.J. 


GIRLS. 

September,  1842. 

Dear  Sir  : 

We  are  much  pleased  with  S.  S.  At  first,  we  were  rather 
discouraged,  but  she  has  learned  so  fast  that  we  cannot  but  commend 
her.  She  milks,  churns,  and  does  almost  every  thing  concerning  our 
little  family  herself  She  told  me  to  say  for  her,  that  she  liked  her 
place  very  much.  We  had  this  opportunity  of  writing  from  our  neigh« 
bor,  as  he  was  coming  to  the  city  to  get  a  girl  from  your  place.  I 
must  close.  Farew^ell. 

N.  K. 


Ocioher,  1842. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  will  write  you  concerning  a 
girl  you  placed  under  our  care.  E.  has  been  very  healthy  since  she 
has  been  with  us  ;  has  improved  considerably ;  can  read  in  her  bible, 
gets  her  Sabbath  school  lesson,  and  has  attended  meeting  almost  every 
Sabbath  since  she  has  been  with  us.  I  believe  she  is  an  honest  girl. 
I  have  never  as  yet  discovered  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  She  says 
she  will  be  a  good  girl.    She  has  commenced  a  letter  to  send  to  you. 

Respectfully, 

N.  O.  J. 


November,  1842. 

Mr.  David  Terry, 

Superintendent  H.  of  R.,  N.  York  City. 

Sir  : 

M.  L.  lives  in  my  family,  and  is  apparently  happy  and  con- 
tented. We  have  no  reason  to  doubt  her  honesty,  though  she  will 
sometimes'say  untruths.  She  is  as  industrious  as  girls  usually  are. 
She  is  a  regular  attendant  at  Sabbath  school,  and  ambitious  to  im- 
prove ;  gets  her  lessons  well,  and  seems  much  interested  in  her  learn- 
ing and  the  school  exercises. 

We  have  used  our  best  endeavors  to  excite  her  ambition,  but  it  is 
rather  an  up  hill  business.  I  would  add,  that  she  has  by  nature  a  bad 
disposition  to  struggle  with,  and  it  often  gets  the  mastery  of  her.  Still 
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we  are  pretty  well  suited  with  her,  and  she  well  contented  to  stay. 
We  make  all  proper  allowances  for  her,  and  we  have  been  careful  not 
to  expect  too  much  of  her.  She  has  talked  of  writing  to  you  for  a 
long  time.    I  have  encouraged  her  to  do  so,  and  hope  she  may  soon. 

Yours  respectfully, 
E.  C.  S. 


November,  1842. 

Mr.  Terry, 
Sir: 

M.  B.  M.,  who  came  to  hve  with  us  at  Stanwich,  almost 
four  years  since,  has  moved  with  us  to  S.,  where  we  have  a  permanent 
residence.  She  feels  anxious  to  go  to  the  city  to  spend  a  few  days, 
and  solicits  a  fev/  lines  from  me  to  you.  She  often  speaks  in  good 
terms  of  the  Refuge,  and  thinks  it  was  the  means  of  good  to  her.  At 
limes,  feels  a  deep  sense  of  her  sinfulness ;  as  yet,  has  not  yielded 
obedience  to  God.  She  is  attentive  and  reverent  in  family  worship, 
and  to  other  religious  instructions.  Sabbath  school,  the  sanctuary,  &c. 
She  has  learned  to  read  and  write,  and  very  many  other  things.  She 
waSj  indeed,  an  empty  vessel.  I  have  continued  my  instructions  to 
her  since  I  have  given  her  wages.  She  continues  to  make  progress 
in  housewifery,  is  happy  and  contented,  pleased  wil^h  the  children, 
and  they  with  her.  I  should  like  to  have  you  give  her  such  instruc- 
tions as  your  judgment  dictates. 

Yours  respectfully, 
E.  M.  S. 


November,  1842. 

Dear  Sir  : 

By  reference  to  a  document  I  received  from  you  at  the  time 
that  J.  F.  was  bound  to  me,  I  find  that  I  have  failed  to  comply  with 
one  request,  viz :  that  of  writing  to  the  Superintendent  once  in  each 
year,  giving  an  account  of  her  conduct.  She  has  conducted  herself  very 
well.  She  was  well  pleased  with  her  place,  and  appeared  to  be  satis- 
fied and  happy,  until  her  mother  came  here  last  summer,  and  endeav- 
ored to  induce  her  to  go  away  with  her.  She  came  here  three  differ- 
ent tim.es,  and  by  her  representations  and  entreaties  got  the  child 
willing  and  anxious  to  go  with  her.  She  (her  mother)  went  away, 
however,  in  July  last,  and  I  have  not  seen  her  since.  Said  she  would 
go  to  the  House  of  Refuge  and  get  an  order  from  the  Superintendent 
to  take  her  (J.)  from  me.  J.  said  to  her  mother,  when  she  first  came, 
'Mother^  you  must  not  take  me  away  from  here,  I  am  in  a  good  place.' 
She  is  industrious,  bidable,  attentive  to  study  when  at  school,  or  has 
an  opportunity,  and  is  quick  to  learn ;  takes  pleasure  in  going  to 
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Church ;  in  short,  I  think  her  a  good  girl,  my  family  are  all  pleased 
with  her,  and  she  is  pleased  with  her  situation. 

Yours, 
P.  II. 


December,  1842. 

Mr.  David  Terry, 
Sir  : 

I  received  your  letter,  and  ought  to  have  answered  it  before. 
Caroline  is  with  us,  and  is  very  well,  anil  is  also  a  very  good  girl. 

With  respect,  1  am  yours, 

J.  W. 


LETTERS 

FROM  CHILDREN  STILL  IN  THEIR  APPRENTICESHIP. 
BOYS. 

March,  1842. 

Dear  Mr.  Terry, 

I  haye  not  heard  from  you  since  July.  I  hope  you  are  well, 
as  I  am  whilst  writing  this.  There  has  been,  and  is  some  sickness 
around  where  Mr.  L.  lives.  Since  August,  1841,  twenty-four  children 
and  four  grown  persons  have  died.  The  health  of  the  neighborhood 
is  better  now.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  a  religious  change 
among  the  people  here,  and  I  hope  I  am  among  the  number.  1  ex- 
pect to  get  married  in  the  course  of  next  nionth,  if  life  and  health  are 
spared.  The  temperance  cause  is  going  well  with  us  here.  Two  of 
our  reformed  inebriates  lecturing  have  received  187  names  to  the 
pledge.  I  hope  the  time  will  soon  come  when  intemperance  will  be 
banished  from  our  country.  I  hope  you  are  a  member,  as  I  have  rea- 
son to  think  you  are.  You  are  going  on  well  in  the  city,  as  I  have 
heard.    I  should  like  to  hear  from  you. 

P.  W. 


April,  1842. 

Mr.  Terry, 

Much  esteemed  friend,  as  I  have  an  opportunity  of  sending 
you  a  few  lines  by  Mr.  S.,  the  gentleman  who  took  me  up  previous  to 
my  coming  to  the  Refuge,  I  would  say  to  you  that  my  object  in  leav- 
ing Mr.  C.  was  not  because  Mr.  C.  was  not  kind  to  me.  It  was  because 
I  was  a  bad  boy.  There  were  some  things  I  did  not  Hke,  but  I  know 
I  done  wrong,  and  if  it  is  his  desire  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  return  to  him, 
but  I  think,  with  my  present  views,  I  could  not  be  useful  to  him,  as 
he  uses  spirits,  and  would  wish  me  to  sell  them.    I  am  now  hving 


APPENDIX. 


37 


with  Mr.  D.,  who  called  to  see  you,  and  I  should  very  much  regret 
leaving  him,  as  it  is  owing  to  his  kindness  and  attention,  under  my 
Maker,  I  have  been  brought  to  see  the  errors  of  rny  life  and  the  sins 
and  wickedness  of  my  heart.  I  seem  plucked  as  a  brand  from  the 
burning.  I  am  a  guilt}^  rebel,  saved  by  grace.  I  should  be  glad  to 
receive  a  letter  from  you,  expressive  of  your  views  in  regard  to  my 
returning  to  Mr.  C,  and  any  instruction  you  can  give  me  in  christian 
duty. 

I  remain  yours  afFectionatelj^, 

C.  M.  W. 


October,  1842. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  now  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  inform  you  I  am  in  good 
health,  and  our  business  goes  on  quite  smart  in  this  place.  1  am  get- 
ting on  quite  smart  at  tanning  and  currying.  Mr.  M.  will  be  down 
next  week,  and  I  expect  to  come  down  next  month.  T  was  very  much 
pleased  with  that  paper  which  you  sent  me.  I  think  those  water- 
spouts or  fountains  look  very  nice.  I  think  it  is  quite  £*n  improvement 
to  the  Parks,  and  I  must  see  them  the  first  thing  when  I  come  to  the 
city.  Please  to  write  and  let  me  know  how  many  boys  you  have  got 
now.    This  is  all  I  have  to  say  at  present. 

N.  A. 


GIRLS. 

February  11,  1842. 

Mb.  Terry, 

1  have  taken  another  opportunity  of  writing  to  you.  Since 
my  last,  I  have  learned  to  milk.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  are  kinder  than 
parents.  Give  my  best  respects  to  my  caretakers  and  school  teacher. 
They  were  very  kind  to  me.  If  I  live  to  come  to  New  York  again,  I 
shall  come  and  see  you.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  you  very  much. 
Tell  H.  C.  I  hope  she  will  be  a  good  girl.  I  have  not  missed  a  Sun- 
day without  going  to  meeting  in  the  morning,  and  to  Sunday  school 
in  the  afternoon.  Please  to  lead  my  letter  to  the  girls,  it  may  do  them 
some  good.    I  have  enjoyed  very  good  health  since  I  left  you. 

C.  A.  M. 


Janiuiry,  1842. 

Dear  Mr.  Terry, 

After  a  long  delay,  I  write  to  you,  feeling  it  a  duty  as  well 
as  a  request.  I  am  comfortably  situated,  having  a  good  place.  I  have 
enjoyed  good  health  ever  since  I  left  your  kind  care.  I  hope  you  are 
well.    I  (iare  say  you  have  heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  I 
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now  live  with  Mr.  P.,  and  I  think  I  shall  remain.    I  have  got  a  book 

Mr.  S.  gave  me,  and  the  name  of  it  is  Persuasives  to  Early  Piety. 
He  gave  it  me  for  learning  the  catechism  and  the  commands.  Give 
my  love  to  all  the  girls,  and  to  Miss  Myer  and  Mr.  Spencer. 

I  remain  yours  with  much  respect, 

M.  M.  a. 


August,  1842. 

Mr.  Terry, 

I  now  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  inform  you  that  I  am  well. 
It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  heard  any  thing  about  you.  I  hope 
when  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  how  you 
all  are.  My  lime  wiil  soon  be  out,  and  when  it  is,  I  am  thinking 
about  going  to  New  York,  and  when  I  go  to  New  York  I  should  like 
to  g(»  to  the  Refuge  and  stay  until  I  can  get  a  place  to  learn  a  trade. 
I  send  my  best  respects  to  all  that  belong  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 
This  is  the  first  letter  I  have  written  since  1  have  been  here.  Mrs.  W. 
has  learned  me  a  great  many  things  that  I  did  not  know  any  thing 
about.  They  all  treat  me  well.  [  have  been  to  school  all  the  last 
winter,  and  1  think  I  have  made  some  improvement.  They  treat  me 
as  they  treat  their  own  children.  We  have  a  church  about  four  miles 
from  here,  and  they  take  me  every  Sunday.  I  see  F.  J.  once  in  a 
while,  and  they  say  she  is  a  very  good  girl.  Please  to  answer  this, 
and  give  me  your  opinion  about  my  coming  to  New  York  to  learn  a 
trade. 

Your  well  wisher, 
D.  E. 
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COPY  OF  A  LETTER  GIVEN  TO  MASTERS  OF  CHIL- 
DREN. 

House  of  Refuge  J  J\^ew-York,  184 

THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR    THE    REFORMATION  OF  JU- 
VENILE DELINQUENTS, 

To 

Sir, 

We  have  consented  to  bind  one  of  the 

children  under  our  care  in  tiie  House  of  Refuge,  to  you,  as  an  ap- 
prentice, pursuant  to  powers  given  to  us  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State. 

We  should  not  have  done  this,  had  not  our  inquiries  as  to  your 
character  induced  us  to  believe  that  your  example,  and  your  treat- 
ment of  this  young  person,  will  be  such  as  may  tend  to  perfect  the 
moral  reformation,  we  have  reason  to  hope,       has  experienced  since 
has  been  in  the  asylum  under  our  charge. 

Great  pains  are  taken  to  impress  on  the  children  committed  to  the 
House  of  Refuge,  a  love  of  truth,*  to  give  them  religious  instruction, 
habits  of  order  and  industry,  and  to  teach  them  to  be  respectful  and 
obedient.  We  have  found  from  experience,  that  this  may  be  done  by  a 
steady  and  firm  conduct,  not  incompatible  with  great  kindness.  We 
are  persuaded  that  most  children  may  be  more  easily  and  more  effect- 
ually governed,  by  proper  appeals  to  their  moral  feelings,  than  by 
corporal  punishments,  and  that  where  these  are  inflicted  frequently  and 
with  severity,  iiofiener  marks  a  want  of  sense  or  humanity  on  the  one 
part,  than  demerit  on  the  other. 

We  hope  the  system  we  pursue  will  have  had  an  effect  on  the 
child  you  will  receive  from  us,  which  will  render  useful  to  you, 
and  contribute  to  make  a  worthy  member  of  society,  when 
connection  with  you  shall  cease.  But  this  cannot  be  expected,  unless 
you,  to  whose  care  will  now  be  committed,  interest  yourself  in 
welfare. 

It  has  not  been  concealed  from  you,  and  ought  not  to  be  forgotten, 
that  this  child  has  been  a  delinquent.  We  beg,  therefore,  to  remind 
you  that  conduct  may  reijuire  more  attention  than  might  be  thought 
necessary  to  one  who  had  never  been  led  from  the  paths  of  vuiue. 
Should  your  kindness  and  care  redeem  this  child,  and  make  reli- 
gious, moral  and  industrious,  you  will  participate  with  us  in  ihose 
feelings  which  must  result  from  the  reflection  that  we  may  have  con- 
tributed to  the  temporal  and  eternal  happiness  of  a  fellow-being. 

It  is  particularly  requested  and  expected,  that  you  will  write  to  us 
or  to  our  Superintendent,  at  least  once,  every  year,  giving  an  account 
of  the  conduct  of  this  young  person.  This  is  desirable,  not  only  as  re- 
spects the  individual,  but  should  behave  as  we  hope  will, 
your  favorable  report  will  be  serviceable  to  our  Institution.    We  vish 

*  The  two  rulea  of  the  House  axe,--lst.  Never  to  tell  a  lie  ;  and  2d.  Always  to  do  as  well  as 
ebey  koovhow. 
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you  would  encourage  to  write  occasionally  to  our  Superintendent. 
VVe  are  happy  to  say,  that  the  accounts  wc  have  had  of,  and  from  the 
children  we  have  hound  out,  have  been,  except  in  a  very  few  in- 
stances, highly  satisfactory.  \Vhen  the  child's  service  has  expired^ 
it  is  desirable  that  should  receive  from  you  a  certificate,  which 
may  express  your  opinion  of       conduct  while  under  jour  care. 

With  a  hope  that  you  may  find  your  apprentice  worthy  and  useful, 
and  that  may  find  in  you  an  able  instructor  and  a  kind  master,  and 
with  our  best  wishes  for  and  your  happiness  and  prosperity,  we 
commit       to  your  care. 

By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

    Superintendent. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER  PUT  INTO  THE  HANDS  OF  EACFI 
CHILD  ON  LEAVING  THE  REFUGE. 

House  of  Refuge,  JVcw-York,  184 

THE  MANAGERS   OF  THE   SOCIETY    FOR    THE    REFORMATION  OF  JU- 
VENILE DELINQUENTS, 

To 

You  are  about  to  leave  the  House  of  Refuge.  You  will  be 
bound  as  an  apprentice  to  a  person,  who,  the  IManagers  believe,  will 
provide  for  you,  instruct  you,  and  if  you  behave  well,  treat  you  with 
kindness. 

We  should  not  have  consented  to  part  with  you  at  this  time,  had 
not  your  conduct  given  us  reason  to  hope  that  the  religious  and  moral 
instruction  you  have  received  since  you  have  been  under  our  care, 
have  disposed  you  to  lead  an  honest,  industrious,  and  sober  life.  You 
are  now  of  an  age  when  you  are  capable  of  distinguishing  between  vir- 
tue and  vice;  you  have  had  experience  that  must  teach  you,  that  if 
you  are  good  you  will  be  happ}^,  if  you  are  bad  you  must  be  miserable. 
You  cannot  but  have  perceived  how  much  your  welfare  depends  upon 
yourself,  and  upon  the  observance  of  the  precepts  you  have  seen 
inculcated  with  so  much  pains,  by  your  preceptors  in  the  House  of 
Refuge. 

Among  these  are  the  following: — You  are  always  to  tell  the  truth. 
You  are  to  be  obedient  to  those  under  whose  care  you  are  placed,  do- 
ing your  duty,  as  well  as  you  know  how,  industriously  and  cheerfully. 
You  are  to  be  civil  and  respectful  in  your  maimers,  and  to  avoid  all 
bad  language.  You  will  find  time  that  you  may  employ,  not  only  in 
religious  reading  and  exercises,  but  in  improving  your  mind  and  in 
acquiring  such  learning  as  may  be  useful  to  you.  If  you  mean  to 
be  a  good  and  respectable  you  will  not  fail  to  avail  yourself  of 

these  opportunities. 

Do  not  be  discouraged  by  what  has  happened,  from  striving  to  raise 
yourself  to  a  respectable  station  in  the  world.  If  your  life  be  here- 
after exemplary,  the  errors  of  your  infancy  will  be  forgiven  or  forgotten. 
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In  our  happy  country,  every  honest  may  claim  the  reward 
merits.  Many  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens  have  been  the  ma- 
kers of  their  own  fortunes,  and  in  their  childhood  were  as  poor  and 
unprotected  as  you  have  been.  There  is  no  reason  why  you,  if  you 
pursue  the  course  they  have  done,  may  not  command  the  same  good 
fortune.  At  all  events  you  may  be  sure,  that  if  you  make  youiself 
master  of  your  business,  are  diligent  in  your  calling,  establish  a  char- 
acter for  tuuh,  honesty,  industry,  and  sobriety,  you  cannot  fail  to  ob- 
tain a  comfortable  living,  and  to  be  beloved  and  respected.  Look 
at  those  you  have  seen  in  poverty,  and  observe  those  you  will 
hereafter  meet  with,  who  are  in  want ;  you  will  generally,  if  not  al- 
ways, find,  that  they  owe  their  condition  to  bad  company,  to  idleness 
and  intemperance,  which  not  only  debase  the  individual,  but  often 
make  all  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  connected  with  them  unhappy, 
and  ashamed  to  acknowledge  any  relationship. 

When  you  see  a  man,  and  particularly  a  young  man,  irreligious,  fre- 
quenting bad  company,  given  to  drink,  and  using  profane  language  ; 
when  you  see  that  he  neglects  his  business,  is  wasting  his  time,  and 
taking  no  pains  to  learn,  you  may  be  sure  he  is  m  the  road  to  luin  ;  he 
has  no  chance  to  be  reputable  ;  he  can  hope  for  nothing  but  to  live 
all  his  days  from  hand  to  mouth,  in  want  and  wretchedness.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  you  see  a  young  man  devout,  attentive  to  his  business, 
passing  his  leisure  time  soberlj^,  but  cheerfullj^j  with  companions  of 
whom  he  need  not  be  ashamed  ;  if  he  loses  no  opportunity  of  gaining 
religious  and  moral  instruction,  and  is  obedient  and  civil  in  his  manners, 
you  may  be  sure  when  left  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  he  will 
always  be  beforehand.  Instead  of  leading  a  life  of  poverty  and  dis- 
grace, he  will  become  independent  and  happy,  and  may  have  around 
him  a  family  and  friends  who  will  esteem  and  respect  him,  and  be 
proud  of  their  connection  with  one  so  deserving. 

You  well  know  the  evil  consequences  of  bad  company  ;  there  is 
nothing  as  to  which  you  ought  lo  be  more  on  your  guard.  You  ought 
particularly  avoid  those  with  whom  you  associated  before  you  was 
placed  in  the  House  of  Refuge.  That  you  may  not  be  again  tempted 
hy  these,  you  should  not  be  too  anxious  to  return  to  this  city,  and  put 
yourself  in  a  situation  where  you  may  meet  with  them.  When  your 
time  of  service  is  out,  and  you  become  your  own  you  may 

have  a  better  chance  of  success  in  the  world,  if  you  will  establish 
yourself  where  you  will  have  no  friends  but  those  you  may  hereafter 
make  by  your  good  conduct,  and  where  the  history  of  your  early  life  is 
unknown.  You  will  find  in  most  large  towns,  whether  in  this  country 
or  elsewhere.  Savings'  Banks  established.  These  are  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  make  small  gains  by  constant  industry  ;  and  we 
recommend  to  you  when  you  have  any  money  lo  spare,  to  put  it  in 
one  of  these  institutions.  If  you  should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so,  your  money  will  be  secure  You  will  be  less  templed  to  spend  it 
than  if  you  kept  it  by  you  ;  and  as  the  Savings'  Banks  allow  interest 
on  all  deposited,  your  money  will  be  increasing  ;  so  that  if  from  lime  to 
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time  you  make  only  small  deposits,  you  may,  in  the  course  of  a  few 

years  have  a  considerable  sum,  with  which  you  may  advantageously 
commence  business. 

It  will  always  be  gratifying  to  us  to  hear  of  your  welfare.  We 
shall  be  pleased  to  learn  that  you  preserve  and  often  read  this  letter. 
We  wisli  you  occasionally  to  write  to  our  superintendent ;  you  will 
always  find  in  him  and  in  us,  friends  ready  to  advise  and  serve  you. 

Committing  you  to  the  protection  of  Providence,  and  to  the  care 
of  your  employer,  and  repeating  our  admonition  to  you,  to  be  reli- 
gious, to  love  the  truth,  to  be  sober  and  industrious,  and  to  avoid  bad 
company,  we  bid  you  farewell. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

 Superintendent. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER  SENT  TO  THOSE  MASTERS  WHO 
OMIT  WRITING  TO  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
ONCE  A  YEAR. 

House  of  Refuge  J  New-Yorh^  184 

Respected  Friend, 

In  18  was  indentured  to  you  from 

this  Institution ;  not  having  heard  from       since  18  the 

Managers  are  very  desirous  to  obtain  information  relative  to  .  In 
order  to  indicate  the  particular  information  wished  for,  they  have 
framed  the  following  questions,  which  you  will  please  to  answer ; 
viz : — 

1st.  Does       still  remain  with  you  ? 

2d.  If  still  with  you,  is  honest,  industrious,  and  improved  in 
education  % 

3d.  Does       regularly  attend  Sunday  School  ? 

4th.  Is       ambitious  of  future  respectabilitj^  and  usefulness  % 

5th.  If       has  left  you,  and  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  term 

of  service,  please  name  the  cause,  and  where       is  supposed  to  have 

gone. 

6th.  If  remained  for  the  time  specified  in  indentures,  with 
what  prospects  did  leave,  and  where  is  now,  and  of  what  cha- 
racter ? 

A  brief  answer  to  each  question  will  be  gratifying  to  us,  and  greatly 
serve  the  good  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Your  early  atten- 
tion to  the  contents  of  this  ctVc?/./aj-,  and  any  other  interesting  informa- 
tion you  may  communicate  concerning  our  child,  will  be  regarded  as 
a  favor  by  the  Managers  of  this  Institution. 

By  order  of  the  Indenturing  Committee, 

■I        ■  Suptrintendent. 


FORM  OF  A  BEaUEST. 


I  give  and  bequeath  unto  "  The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents,"  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  sum  of 

to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  for  the 
use  of  said  Society. 


♦ 


I 


